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Dr.  Ott«  Schntid,  Historian  of  Art, 
Mustum-jaardian  at  Vilria, 
preetntly  in  Jerusalem. 


I  have  examined  a  pastel  picture  in  the  pessessien 
ef  Mr.  Prenkl,  Jerusalem,  to  the  following  result; 

The  picture  represents  the  half-length  (bust)  por- 
trait of  a' young  woman  sitting  at  a  reading  desk  and  fol- 
lowing the  spectator  with  her  eyes.  The  low  necked  dr«ss 
and  the  surroundings  r*veal  that  the  lady  with  the  intel- 
ligent, almost  masculiAe  face  and  the  beautiful  necK  and 
shoulders  belongs  to  the  aristocracy  of  the  18th  century. 
The  technics  and  the  style  of  painting, too,  load  to  really 
ascribe  tne  picture  to  that  time.  The  loose , air lik* , charac- 
teristic pastel  technics  of  the  picture,  marv<ill©usly  tun- 
ing light-blue  with  pink,  is  that  of  the  French  period  ,vhich 
was  inspired  by  the  Venitian  paintres^  Eosalba  Carriera(l675- 
-1757;.  The  most  appreciated  representatives  of  that  style 
mmm^  Maurice  ..uentin  de  la  Tour,  ef  St.  QuentinU704-178.8)  : 
Jean  Baptiste  geronneau,  of  i-arisC  1715-1785 ) ;  and  Jean  Eti- 
enne  Liotard,de  aeneva(17 v)4-17B9) . 

The  above  aesoribed  picture  ifc  according  to  my  opin- 
ien  a  genuine  Peronneau  creation,  ^at  ef  the  time  of  his 
most  brilliant  work. 


